
RE: Remotely Controlled Aerial Operations, via 5G (January 2019) 

 

Verizon CEO Hans Vestberg 

At CES 2019 - Verizon's Vestberg touts 5G's potential during CES keynote – January 8th 

Verizon acquired Portland, Oregon-based Skyward in February 2017. 

Following the Show: 

Join us on January 31st at 2 PM EST for a LIVE presentation on what Verizon's #5G ultra-

wide-band will mean for the future of remote deployments and autonomous flights—and 

what we need to make them a reality: 

 

In January 2019 during the Skyward webinar: Looking Ahead: Drone Operations in a 5G Connected 

Future!  

The question: 

“How far are we, as an industry, from being able to provide drone operations to clients where the 

clients can control and fly the UAV remotely, over the Internet or 5G network. For example, the drone 

is located on a property in Nashville and the clients are located in Atlanta, Georgia” was asked to their 

panel of experts.  

 

The answers:  

 

“We did it” ~ Mariah Scott, President Skyward, A Verizon Company “I think in the next year that we’re 

going to see more and more of those deployments happen” 

 

“The real question is doing it safely in a way that we’re protecting the national air spaces” ~ Eric 

Ringer, Director of Aviation Technology Skyward, A Verizon Company  

 

THE OBJECTIVE: “to provide drone operations to clients where the clients can control and fly the UAV 

remotely, over the Internet” 

THE PROBLEM: “doing it safely in a way that we’re protecting the national air space” 

THE SOLUTION: On January 28, 2019, over Augusta, Georgia, An aircraft provided by MVP Aviation 

entered controlled national airspace above 1,000 feet, and carrying a payload provided by a Eureka 

Earth technician.  



Eureka Earth was able to demonstrate remote air-to-ground live view. Active command, control, and 

communication was accomplished, including: 

1. Tracking the aircraft’s route over a street map of Augusta, Georgia 

2. Text messaging - uplink and downlink - between the Mission Manager and Camera 

Operator/Pilot 

3. Navigating instructions and feedback 

4. Mission Manager Ground Control Station - control of a high-resolution camera, including the 

ability to adjust camera settings and trigger image capture (from our ground station) 

5. A live video feed - first person view 

6. Auto-archiving of images, and 

7. A Mission Manager directing the mission from a remote portable ground-control-station 

RELATED PATENT: US 9,688,399 
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